
E X P R E S S  R E A D ‘Bin plan to build ITI on college ground’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore 

THE CPM has demanded the district admin-
istration to cancel the order transferring 2.5 
acres of  playground belonging to the Govern-
ment Arts and Science College in Valparai to 
the Industrial Training Institute (ITI). CPM 
Valparai taluk secretary P Paramasivam on 
Thursday petitioned the Pollachi sub-collec-
tor in this regard.

Paramasivam told TNIE, “Valparai gov-
ernment college, which has around 1,000 stu-
dents in undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses, has been functioning on 10 acres of  
land. A 3.5-acre flat terrain has been allocat-
ed for the playground, where students regu-
larly engage in sports activities. Apart from 
college students, schoolchildren and locals 
also use this ground as it is the only flat ter-
rain available in Valparai.” 

“In this situation, officers from the reve-
nue department recently acquired 2.5 acres 
of  land from the 3.5-acre playground and 

transferred it to the ITI in Valparai. Now, 
they may start the construction of  the new 
ITI building anytime, which will affect sports 
activities. Since there is no other suitable ter-
rain, it would not be possible to create a new 
playground. Therefore, the district adminis-
tration should drop its plan,” he added.

“Currently, the ITI, with a strength of  
about 20 students, is functioning in a build-
ing belonging to the municipal administra-
tion in Valparai. Instead of  the playground, 
the officers should acquire land from the es-
tates in Valparai,” Paramisvam urged. 

College sources said the college adminis-
tration recently wrote a letter to the district 
administration opposing the move and urged 
it to drop the plan. An officer from the reve-
nue department told TNIE that 2.5 acres of  
land have been transferred to the ITI, adding 
that the construction work is yet to begin, 
and the plan is under process.

Repeated attempts to reach Pollachi Sub-
Collector R Ramakrishnasamy went in vain.
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A 10-year-old tusker was elec-
trocuted to death on a farmland 
fence at Kadayaratti in Bargur 
hills in Erode district on Thurs-
day morning. The animal was 
found dead on the fence of  the 
farmland owned by Vairavan, 
where he cultivates maize and 
coconut. 

An investigation revealed 
that the farmer had allegedly 
given direct power supply to 
his fence to protect crops from 
wild animals. Farmers had al-
ready submitted a petition to 
forest officials, urging them to 
take steps to prevent the entry 
of  wild boars and elephants 
into farmlands, as they had ex-
tensively damaged crops in the 
last two months. 

The postmortem was carried 
out by S Sadhasivam of  Sathya-
mangalam Tiger Reserve (STR), 
and after the procedure, the 
animal was buried nearby.

“The power fence on the site 
owned by Vairavan was in-
spected by a forest patrolling 
team on November 23, during 
which it was found that a 12-
volt battery system with an en-
ergiser was being used to sup-
ply DC current. As per the TN 

Power Fences (Registration and 
Regulation) Rules 2023, this set-
up did not comply with the re-
quired standards. As a result, 
the farmer had already been is-
sued a notice, and further ac-
tion is in process,” forest offi-
cials said.

An officer said, “In Erode for-
est division, 645 fences have 
been identified, of  which 49 in-
dividuals have been granted 
permits. Many remaining fenc-
es were found to be non-compli-
ant with the law, and their own-
ers had been given time to 
rectify them to prevent such ac-

cidents. Forest patrol teams 
regularly inspect power fences 
in villages adjoining forest 
boundaries using specialised 
equipment to ensure that no 
high voltage AC current is be-
ing used. Despite continuous 
monitoring and supervision, 
this unfortunate incident has 
happened.”

The forest department reiter-
ated that all farmers in fringe 
villages of  the forest must reg-
ister their power fences and en-
sure they are installed in ac-
cordance with specifications 
set out in the ru

Govt and aided schools  
get anti-drug manual 
Coimbatore: To strengthen anti-
drug awareness clubs in schools, 
the School Education 
Department has distributed a 
249-page anti-drug manual to 
government and aided schools 
across the district. The manual 
covers 10 main topics, including 
what are drugs, the harms of 
using them, how they affect 
society, the punishment for drug 
use and appointing volunteers to 
the clubs. There are 76 topics in 
the manual. An educational 
officer in Coimbatore told TNIE 
the manual has been distributed 
to 690 government and aided 
high and higher secondary 
schools in the district. He said 
government and aided schools 
already have anti-drug 
awareness clubs.  ENS

Six Indigo flights from 
Coimbatore cancelled

Coimbatore: As part of a country-
wide action, Indigo cancelled six 

flights from Coimbatore 
International Airport on Thursday. 

The flight operator cancelled 
services due to crew shortage 

across airports on Wednesday 
marking its second consecutive 

day of operational issues. 
Coimbatore airport authorities 

said the three flights being 
operated between Chennai and 

Coimbatore and three more 
services operated from Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad and Mumbai were also 

cancelled. A flight which had to 
arrive in Coimbatore at 7.35 am 

from Chennai and depart at 8.05 
am was cancelled. Similarly, in 

the afternoon, two flights which 
had to arrive from Chennai were 

cancelled. ENS

19 years since sanction, Thanneerpandal RoB 
construction moving at snail’s pace: Residents
A R A V I N D  R A J  @ Coimbatore

SOCIAL activists and residents 
in Coimbatore have voiced con-
cerns over the sluggish progress 
of  the long-delayed Thanneer-
pandal Railway Overbridge 
(ROB), urging the district ad-
ministration to intervene and 
expedite works. The state high-
ways department, however, has 
refuted the allegations, stating 
that construction is progress-
ing as scheduled.

The project has faced repeat-
ed delays since its inception. 
The government first cleared 
the proposal for a flyover across 
Level Crossing Gate No 6 in Oc-
tober 2006 under GO No 210, 
granting an administrative 
sanction of  `12.65 crore. With 
the escalation of  construction 
costs, the estimate was later re-
vised to `15.30 crore.

Southern Railways complet-
ed its share of  works above the 
track in 2018. Progress stalled 
soon after due to prolonged 
land acquisition issues. Al-
though most of  the 58 affected 
landowners agreed to part with 
their land, a private school and 
an industrial unit challenged 
the move in the Madras High 
Court, resulting in years of  
litigation.

Construction resumed in 

July this year after fresh ten-
ders were issued, with an 
18-month deadline set for De-
cember 2026. Four months on, 
local residents and activists al-
lege that the pace on the ground 
remains unsatisfactory.

RTI and social activist V 
Balasubramanian has submit-
ted a petition to the district col-
lector, flagging the hardships 
faced by commuters from Vi-
lankurichi, Cheran Ma Nagar, 
Ganapathy Ma Nagar and CO-
DISSIA. These neighbourhoods 
rely heavily on the Thanneer-
pandal Road link between Avi-
nashi Road and Sathy Road, 
where frequent closures of  the 

railway gate cause severe daily 
disruptions.

Speaking to TNIE, Balasub-
ramanian said that while work 
on the northern ramp, compris-
ing seven pillars, has been un-
derway for three months, no 
visible progress has been made 
on the southern end. He alleged 
that the contractor has de-
ployed an inadequate work-
force and limited machinery, 
resulting in slow advancement 
of  the project.

Citing the recently complet-
ed 10-km Avinashi Road flyover, 
which consists of  300 pillars 
and took 60 months to complete, 
he argued that a 560-metre 

structure with just 15 pillars 
should ideally be finished with-
in four to five months if  execut-
ed efficiently. His petition urged 
officials to ensure the ROB is 
completed by March 2026, 
ahead of  the current deadline.

Dismissing the criticism, of-
ficials of  the state highways de-
partment maintained that the 
works are progressing steadily. 
A senior official told TNIE that 
seven pillars on the Thanneer-
pandal side have already been 
completed, and work on the 
Avinashi Road side will begin 
shortly. “We have requested the 
Coimbatore City Municipal 
Corporation (CCMC) to shift 
underground pipelines, which 
is essential for commencing 
work on that side. Payment for 
the shifting was made long ago, 
and the corporation has as-
sured us that the work will start 
soon,” the official said.

When contacted, CCMC Com-
missioner M Sivaguru Pra-
bakaran said corporation offi-
cials had been preoccupied 
with SIR-related works. “I in-
spected the site along with the 
highways officials, and the 
pipelines will not hinder con-
struction. Nevertheless, we 
shall begin the shifting next 
week and complete it at the ear-
liest,” he added.
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The PM 2.5 level recorded at 
Coimbatore on Thursday. Nitrogen 
dioxide level was at 14 µg/m3 
against the standard of 80 µg/m3

43 µg|m3
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RoB construction resumed in July this year after fresh tenders were issued, with an 
18-month deadline set for December 2026 |  EXPRESS

10-year-old tusker touches 
illegal electric fence, killed

Lost elephant calf united with herd in Jawalagiri
Krishnagiri: The forest 
department successfully rescued 
an elephant calf on Wednesday 
which fell into a well in 
Jawalagiri forest range and 
united it with the herd. A forest 
department source said, “A herd 
of elephants was wandering 
near Ulibenda south beat in 
Ulibenda R.F. in Jawalagiri forest 

range. On Wednesday morning, a male calf aged around six months 
was fell into a well of 12 feet depth with water up to 10 feet. The 
elephants cried for help but they left the place after their 
unsuccessful attempt. Following the information from Milidikki 
villagers, Jawalagiri range forest department team rushed to the 
spot and successfully rescued the calf within an hour.”  ENS
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CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
Refer to our Swiss Challenge Notice dated 21-11-2025 published 
in this Publication on 24-11-2025 wherein the word ‘‘Assignment’’ is 
inadvertently mentioned as ‘‘Assigament’’ instead of ‘‘Assignment’’, 
hence please read it as:

INVITATION FOR ASSIGNMENT OF DUES UNDER 
SWISS CHALLENGE PROCESS

Sd/- Chief Manager
 The Karur Vysya Bank Ltd.

Date: 04-12-2025
Place: Bangalore


